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ABSTRACT 



Considering the necessity to facilitate the optimal 
development of reading ability, and the cooperation of the community, family, 
school, student, and teacher, this paper presents Washington State's 
Essential Academic Learning Requirements in Reading as a way to encourage 
equal access to excellent reading instruction and opportunities to learn for 
all students. Four charts outline standards and benchmarks regarding: (1) 

lander standing and using different skills and strategies to read; (2) 
londerstanding the meaning of what is read; (3) encouraging students to read 
different materials for a variety of purposes; and (4) setting goals and 
evaluating progress to improve reading. The four charts are divided into 
benchmarks for grades 4, 7, and 10. (SC) 
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Introduction to Reading 



Reading for Today and Tomorrow - To facilitate the optimal development of 
reading ability, the cooperation of the community, family, school, student, and 
teacher is necessary. These cooperative efforts should contribute to an individual 
becoming a constructive member of society and enhance the likelihood of becoming 
an active lifelong reader. The written word is important to the understanding of 
cultural heritage and to the acquisition of knowledge about the world. Hence, we 
must ensure equal access to excellent reading instruction and opportunities to learn 
for all students. 

What Is Reading? - Reading is the process of constructing meaning through 
the dynamic interaction among the reader’s existing knowledge, the information 
suggested by the written language, and the context of the reading situation. It is 
fundamental to literacy. 
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Essential Academic Learning Requirements in 




Reading 



1. The student understands and uses different skills and 
strategies to read. 

To meet this standard, the student will; 

1.1 use word recognition and word meaning skills to read and 
comprehend text 

such as phonics, context clues, picture clues, and word origins: roots, 
prefixes, and suffixes of words 

1.2 build vocabulary through reading 

1.3 read fluently, adjusting reading for purpose and material 

1.4 understand elements of literature - fiction 

such as story elements, use of humor, exaggeration, and figures of speech 

1.5 use features of non-fiction text and computer software 

such as titles, headings, pictures, maps, and charts to find and understand 
specific information 

2 . The student understands the meaning of what is read. 

To meet this standard, the student will: 

2.1 comprehend important ideas and details 

2.2 expand comprehension by analyzing, interpreting, and 
synthesizing information and ideas 

2.3 think critically and analyze authors' use of language, style, 
purpose, and perspective 
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3. The student reads different materials for a variety of 
purposes. 

To meet this standard, the student will; 

3.1 read to learn new information 

such as reading science and mathematics texts, technical documents, and 
for personal interest 

3.2 read to perform a task 

such as using schedules, following directions, filling out Job applications, 
and solving problems 

3.3 read for literary experience 

in a variety of forms such as novels, short stories, poems, plays, and essays 
to understand self and others 

3.4 read for career applications 

4. The student sets goals and evaluates progress to improve 
reading. 

To meet this standard, the student will: 

4.1 assess strengths and need for improvement 

4.2 seek and offer feedback to improve reading 

4.3 develop interests and share reading experiences 
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Reading - Essential Academic Learning Requirement 1 (Continued) 
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3. The student reads different materials for a variety of purposes. 

To meet this standard, the student will: 
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